
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

The Latah/Hangman Creek Trail project was inspired 

by connections. Linking six Spokane neighborhoods 

and area parks, the trail connects residents from the 

extremes of wealth and resources in the area; it con

nects eras of local history- from the prehistoric 

mastodons that once roamed the area to the pre

dam giant salmon runs and the agricultural practices 

still used in some sections today; and it connects 

trail users to the geology, geography and wildlife of 

the corridor. Visitors will experience an array of his

torical, natural and cultural information along the 

trail. 

The Latah/Hangman Trail is also a part of a Spokane 

initiative to connect the Spokane River trails through 

linear and loop passages, enabling a wide range of 

users to experience all that Spokane's robust trail 

system already offers. 
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LATAH/HANGMAN 
CORRIDOR TRAIL 

CONNECTING NATURE, 

HISTORY, AND PEOPLE 

The Latah/Hangman Corridor Trail is a wildlife con

servation and non-motorized trail project that will 

connect neighborhoods and parks. The effort will 

protect natural and historic elements in an area 

that is experiencing increasing recent development. 

A nine-mile land and water trail is possible, stretch

ing from the bridge at the intersection of Highway 

195 and Hatch Road to the mouth of the creek 

where it flows into the Spokane River. The connec

tion project is new, but the landscape and people 

have been here for millennia. 



TRAIL SEGMENTS 
The project has been divided into five segments, 

which will be addressed in geographic sequence 

from north to south (beginning at the Spokane Riv

er). The first phase of work will consist of comple

tion of segments one and two with the third 

through fifth constructed at a later time. 

SEGMENT I (Parks) begins at People's Park and 

is a collaboration wit h the City of Spokane. Peaceful Va lley 

neighborhood and community input has been, and will con

tinue to be, invited. Th is northern-most area also includes 

High Bridge Park, which stradd les open stretches of Latah/ 

Hangman Creek. There are multiple t rail linkage points in 

this segment as well as open space for users and wildli fe. 

The property is city-owned with a double-track right-of-way 

and uti lity easement t hat can be incorporated into a trail. It 

has a protective embankment of gabion walls 

along the creek. 

SEGMENT II (Vinegar Flats) links 

Grant Parks, taking users through the historic Vinegar Flats. 

This area is characterized by a mixture of residentia l and 

commercia l areas with views of basalt bluffs across wind ing 

stretches of creek. An armored wall of salvaged concrete 

separates the riparian area from the commun ity. This seg

ment of trail may be pieced together with sidewalks, sewer 

uti li ty corridor and private easements, creating a 

hybrid t rail and sidewa lk routing if la nd agree-

ments cannot be secured. 

SEGMENT Ill (Farm and Garden) con-

tinues southward. Pa rcel 

sizes in this area become 

large wit h limitations im

posed by a lack of through 

roads. Across the creek, a 

steep and highly-erod ible 

slope below the BNSF rail 

lines limits tra il access. Public 

land ownership is not com-

alternatives. 

scope of the planning 

area has been broad

.__..._._ ened to allow for more 

SEGMENT IV (Qualchan) consists of 

long natura l stretches of meandering creek, some of it in 

active restoration by t he Land Conservancy. If t rail access 

takes the east side of the creek, it would need to stay 

above erod ing bluffs. Further south 

is the City 

of Spokane 

-owned 

Qualchan 

which straddles 

opportun ity for 

shared recreation wit h its numerous paths 

and pedestrian bridges. Above the golf 

course is the Bluff Tra il System, which 

offers potentia l li nkages on public land 

with High Drive to the east. The bluff tra ils 

at High Drive Park and correspond ing land

scape are under stewardsh ip by Friends of the Bluff and 

feature views of the creek and small agricultura l uses of 

the adjacent land. 

SEGMENT V (Hangman Conservation) is the 

southern-most segment of the tra il near Brida l Woods resi

dential area. Immediately sout h of t he golf course the 

creek nearly circumscribes the subdivision, with another 

residentia l area and access to High Drive Pa rk via a path. 

Additional bluff t rails tie into t he sout hern end of t he golf 

course. On the west side of the creek is the Hangman Park 

Conservation parcel. The la ndscape for t his t rail segment is 

ma inly natural as it stretches between two residentia l de

velopments. 




